Resolution 06-04

Supporting Safer Chemicals Policies to Benefit Human
and Environmental Health

Whereas: Harmful chemical exposures pose the greatest threat to children and
women before and through reproductive age, impacting children’s health,
development, behavior and learning, with exposure to neurotoxic
chemicals in critical child development periods linked to lifelong deficits in
brain function'; and

Whereas: The ‘chemical trespass’ nature of toxic environmental exposures makes it
difficult or impossible for persons to opt out of exposure on behalf of
themselves or their children, necessitating societal measures to protect
people, especially children, against exposure, since many of the
chemicals are ubiquitous and personal action has limited ability to reduce
exposure; and

Whereas: Persistent bioaccumulative toxic chemicals (PBTs) are linked to serious
health effects including birth defects, learning and behavioral disorders in
young children, cancers, and reproductive failure"; and

Whereas: PBTSs persist in the environment, bioaccumulate and biomagnify in food
chains"; and
Whereas: Studies have found high levels of PBTSs, polychlorinated biphenyls

(PCB)s, lead and polybrominated diphenyl ethers (PBDESs) as well as
other hazardous chemicals such as pesticides and phthalates, in the
bodies and homes of Washington residents"; and

Whereas: The risk evaluation of PBTs is commonly calculated on individual
chemicals while children and the general population are exposed to
multiple chemicals and the risks of these mixtures have not been
assessed; and

Whereas: Recent scientific studies have documented rapidly rising levels of PBDEs
in human breast milk, with levels in Puget Sound women documented at
levels from 20 to 40 times higher than their European and Japanese
counterparts’; and

Whereas: The Centers for Disease Control (CDC) has conducted body burden
testing through urine and blood samples, with study results finding
significant levels of dioxins, heavy metals, pesticides and other
chemicals”; and

Whereas: A small-scale body burden study has been conducted in Washington
State, the Pollution in People report, showing the presence of at least 26
and as many as 39 toxic chemicals in 10 individuals"; and

Whereas: In addition to health impacts suffered by families, individuals, and
children, significant economic costs are associated with illnesses linked to
environmental exposures, with over $2 billion per year in health care



Whereas:

Whereas:

Whereas:

Whereas:

Whereas:

costs tied to diseases and disabilities linked to environmental
contaminants™; and

More than half of the over 15,000 high-production-volume synthetic
chemicals used widely in consumer products and dispersed into the
environment, are untested for toxicity™; and

Companies, once motivated to adopt alternative measures, have
demonstrated the feasibility of using safer materials, chemicals and
processes, and

Phasing out the use of potentially toxic chemicals is an essential step in
reducing these exposures in crucial fetal, infant and childhood stages of
development, as well as reducing these exposures in general
populations, through environmental, including fish, contamination™; and

The Washington State Department of Ecology has finalized its Regulation
on Persistent Bioaccumulative Toxic Chemicals, addressing phase out of
PBTs"; and

The Washington State Public Health Association supports the
elimination of PBTs, in order to keep persistent toxic chemicals from

entering the environment in order to prevent harmful exposures “*",
X1,

including elimination of PBDES™";

Therefore, Be It

Resolved, that:

Resolved, that:

Resolved, that:

The Washington State Public Health Association (WSPHA) supports safer
chemical policies to achieve the phase out of hazardous chemicals,
including persistent bioaccumulative toxic chemicals; and, be it further

The WSPHA encourages further development and use of safer, cost-
effective alternative products and materials, including research and
development of ‘green chemistry’, which encourages chemical
technologies that reduce or eliminate the use or generation of hazardous
substances in the design, manufacture, and use of chemical products™;
and, be it further

The WSPHA urges that only the safest chemicals and materials be used
to create consumer products and grow food, including that companies are
required to provide full information on the health effects of all chemicals
placed into the marketplace, with particular attention to potential effects in
groups at life stages most harmed by chemical insults, e.g. young
children and women who are pregnant or nursing.

Signed by: Rick Porso, WSPHA President 2005-2006
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