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Resolution
SUPPORT FOR PUBLIC HEALTH FUNDING 
AND KEY HEALTH CARE SAFETY NET PROGRAMS
As the state’s economic situation worsens, the need for public services increases.  Yet the budget crisis continues to shrink public health funding and key health care safety net programs.  

Washington state is facing an additional $2 billion in cuts, even after the legislature had to make $5.1 billion in cuts to deal with the budget deficit earlier this year.  Health and Human Services has sustained the largest percentage of funding reduction, resulting in severe impacts on tens of thousands of people:
WHEREAS, public health funding has been eroded over the years, with significant reductions to core funding in the last several years 
WHEREAS, more than 50,000 women with high risk pregnancies will lose maternity support services

WHEREAS, 5,000 women will lose family planning services
WHEREAS, more than 500,000 individuals will lose prescription drug coverage 
WHEREAS, 71, 000 people will lose access to interpreter services

WHEREAS, 120,000 people will lose adult dental care

WHEREAS,
36,000 working adults will lose their coverage through Basic Health Plan (with 150,000 people on the current waiting list)

WHEREAS, 25,000 children will lose Apple Health care coverage
WHEREAS, 5,600 women will lose life-saving screenings provided by the Breast and Cervical Health Program
WHEREAS, 20,000 people will be cut from chemical dependency, mental health, and medical services with the elimination of Disability Lifeline 

WHEREAS, additional cuts will further devastate the health of our communities, increasing the health inequities amongst the underserved in our communities

WHEREAS, public health professionals have witnessed the consequences of these cuts to their clients, their communities and their colleagues and are facing substantial reduction to key public health programs and staff

THEREFORE BE RESOLVED that WSPHA:

1. 
Continue our support for core public health funding and key health safety net programs, and
2. 
Continue efforts to develop communications and other strategies to increase awareness of public health professionals, stakeholders, policy makers and the public of the dangerous impact of the budget cuts, and
3. 
Explore options for increasing revenue during this budget crisis to fund public health and essential health care programs, and
4. 
Work with coalition partners on the implementation of federal health care reform and support for public health and key health safety net programs, and

5. 
Advocate for strong public health and health care access for all residents of Washington state.

